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CLAIMS 



i . A marking clcmcm for indicaLin^; wheihcr a pre-deHned lemperaiurc ccmdiiion 
has been mcuinained comprising a first maicrial capable of flowinif above a 
prcdciermiricd lemperaiurc separated Croni a second absorbeni maierfal by a heat 
disrupiabk barrier layer, the first and second nnaterials being su)^ thai when ihc 
barrier layer is punctured and the predetermined temperature /% exceeded the first 
material Hows in ihc second material to produce a deieciable/changc wherein the hcai 
disriipiablc barrier layer is comprised of a Ileal disrupiabl/material associated with an 
clement capable of being induciively heated by e|«tromagnetic energy 10 effect 
disruption of said material. 
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2. A markinii element as claimed/n claim 1 comprising a lower layer which, 
together with the heai dismptable barrier layer, fomis a reservoir for the first material, 
and an absorbent layer provideji on the opposite side of the barrier layer to said 
reservoir. 



3, A marking clcrp^ni as claimed in claim 1 or 2 wherein the absorbent layer is 
overlaid by a transparent film. 



4. A marking element as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 3 wherein the heat 
disruptable material is a film. 

5. / A marking element as claimed in claim 4 wherein the heal disruptable material 
a plastics film. 



6. A marking element as claimed in any one of claims 1 10 5 wherein the 
induciively lieaiable element is provided on the heat disruptable material. 



13. JUL. 2000 9:49 



WO 9006:55 



MARKS & CLERK M/C 0161 236 5846 




NO. 883 P. 14/32 
rCT/Gn99/00044 



7 A nKirkinii clcnieui :i<i e^ainicd n an\ jnc of claims i u> 6 \vhcrcin ihtr 
!iidiicn\tfly hcaiuble olciiiciu is pro^idai ry a cor.iuciivc ink. 

S A markuvji clciv.cn! as claimed :) claitT: 7 wherein ihe conducuvL' mk is a 
HKiailic ink or u eraphiic loaded ink. 



9. A marking elcmcni as ciaimcd :n any one of claims 1 to 6 wherein ihe 

D\ metal, carbon/or 



induciively beatable eicmeni is provided b 
condiicitve plastics or polymeric materia! 



or an clccirically 
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10. A marking element as claimed irv^lafm 9 vvhercin liic inductively beatable 
elemeni is of metal in ihe form of a film. <heei or fori. 



11. A marking element as claimed in an/one of claims 1 to 10 wherein the barrier 
layer is disrupiable by radiofrequency er^gy. 

12. A marking element a$ cJ6imed in any one of claims I 10 10 which is 
disrupiable by microwave energy* 
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ir?. A meihod of activaiing a marking element as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 
12. the meihod composing subjeciing ihi marking element to clectromagneiic energy 
capable of inducii^ly heating said inductive beatable clement lo effect disruption of 
ihe barrier layep 



14. /Voarrier material comprised of a heat disruptable material associated with an 
elem^ capable of being inductively heated by electromagnetic energy to effect 
disruption of said maieriaL 



15. A barrier material as claimed ir> claims 13 which is as defined in anyone of 
claims 1 to 12 
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